Verb Tense Timeline


past
present
future

Simple present (She doesn’t eat meat.)


|------------------------------|------------------------------|

Present progressive (They are sleeping.)


|------------------------------|------------------------------|

Present perfect (I have never seen a purple cow.)


|------------------------------|------------------------------|

Present perfect progressive (He has been taking a break for two hours.)


|------------------------------|------------------------------|


past
present
future

Future (We’ll go to New Zealand tomorrow.)


|------------------------------|------------------------------|

Future (We are staying in Christchurch for two weeks.)


|------------------------------|------------------------------|

Future (We have a room in the Hilton Hotel for next week.)


|------------------------------|------------------------------|

Future progressive (We’ll be traveling for two days to get there.)


|------------------------------|------------------------------|


past
present
future

Simple past (They opened the door.)


|------------------------------|------------------------------|

Past progressive (He was working until 2am last Sunday.)


|------------------------------|------------------------------|

Past – regularly but finished now (He used to work less.)


|------------------------------|------------------------------|

Past – regularly but finished now (They would buy flowers every day.)


|------------------------------|------------------------------|


past
present
future

Past perfect (I had never eaten raw chicken until last year.)


|------------------------------|------------------------------|

Past perfect progressive (She had been writing to him for a year.)


|------------------------------|------------------------------|

Future in the past (They were going to take a walk 






[when it started to rain].)


|------------------------------|------------------------------|

Future in the past ([She never knew] when they would come.)


|------------------------------|------------------------------|
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