Lesson Plan

Topic: Using Hot Potatoes (JCloze, JScramble) with online newspaper readings
Author: Deborah Healey 
Date: October 19, 2004
How much time is needed? 40 minutes
Materials needed: Hot Potatoes, text from an online newspaper article
Teacher expertise with computers:  medium
Student level of English: Intermediate - junior high or higher grade
Why technology is used in this lesson: to teach how to reinforce vocabulary and grammar from a reading
Plan B for less or no technology: Teachers can write out their text or choose an article from a print newspaper. They can select words to gap and match - and do it when they have access to a computer with Hot Potatoes.
Overview: The teacher will create cloze and scrambled sentence activities with Hot Potatoes to reinforce vocabulary and grammar from an online newspaper reading. The teacher will demonstrate the use of JCloze and JMix, referring to the Hot Potatoes handout.
Objectives: 

By the end of the lesson, trainees will be able to:

· Copy and paste text from on online newspaper article into JCloze.
· Create 4-5 gaps in the text to reinforce vocabulary or grammar, adding 1 or 2 hints.

· Save the exercise as a JCloze document and as an HTML (web) document.

· Copy and paste or type a sentence from a newspaper article (the lead or another key sentence) into JMix.

· Save the scrambled sentence exercise as a JMix document and as two types of HTML (web) documents.

Training content:

Warm-up activities/review: Discuss ways to teach and review vocabulary and grammar from a text. 
Instructions: 
1. Find a newspaper article of interest. Copy one paragraph that has either vocabulary or grammar that you want to teach. 

2. Open JCloze (open Hot Potatoes on the desktop, then JCloze). Look at the handout and find the instructions for JCloze to help you.

3. Paste the text into JCloze.

4. Double-click on words that you want to gap - vocabulary or grammar of interest - then click Gap.
5. If this is the right word, click OK. Repeat for 4-5 words, entering clues for 1-2 of the words.

6. Save the JCloze exercise with an appropriate name.

7. Click the blue 6 to create an exercise. Give it a name with NO SPACES, and all lowercase (not capital) letters.
8. Check your exercise. If it's not right, go back to JCloze and fix it.
===

9. Find the lead or a key sentence from the article. Copy it (or remember it).

10. Open JMix and paste (or type) the sentence into it.

11. Fix the sentence so that there is just one word on each line.

12. Save the JMix exercise with an appropriate name.

13. Click the first blue 6 to create an exercise. Give it a name with NO SPACES, and all lowercase (not capital) letters.
14. Check your exercise. If it's not right, go back to JCloze and fix it.
15. Click the second blue 6 to create the exercise in a different format. Give it a different name with NO SPACES, and all lowercase letters.

16. Check your exercise. If it's not right, go back to JCloze and fix it.
Follow-up activities: Trade places with your neighbor and try his/her exercise. Offer helpful suggestions.
Assessment (how will you know the lesson was successful?): Look at the exercises that the trainees produce. Do the cloze exercises work right? Do they have a grammar or vocabulary focus? Does the JMix exercise work right? Does it use the lead or a key sentence from the reading?
