Lesson Plan

Topic: Effective Web Searching


Author: Deborah Healey
Date:  October 19, 2004
How much time is needed? 40-60 minutes
Materials needed: PowerPoint lesson and handout for the presentation; Internet access
Teacher expertise with computers:  Low
Student level of English: Intermediate or higher
Why technology is used in this lesson: Essential to finding online sites well.
Plan B for less or no technology: Brainstorm key words and phrases for student projects. Plan a task for students working in groups. Think about how roles would be assigned.
Overview: Trainees will learn techniques for better web searching, including how to choose the right search engine for the job. They will get some hints on how to select authoritative (more academic and less junk) web sites.
Objectives: 

By the end of the lesson, trainees will be able to:

· Create a starting search phrase, broader phrase, and narrower phrase
· Know about three different search engines

· Understand when and how to let students search (and why it's often not a good idea)

Training content:

Warm-up activities/review: Think about something you searched for online. How successful were you? If you have asked students to search the web, how useful was that?
Instructions:

1. Watch the PowerPoint presentation. Answer the questions about Boolean searching, broader and narrower searches.

2. Open Internet Explorer. Go to Noodle Tools.
3. Look at the different search possibilities. Find suggestions for


a) academic searches


b) searches for children's content

4. Try at least three different search engines, including Kartoo and KidsClick.

5. How are they different? How much time did each one take?

Follow-up activities: Compare your ideas with those of your partner.
Assessment (how will you know the lesson was successful?): Observation of trainee activities and discussion of search engine differences.
